Day6

Thanks to Laura Kiper for sharing her early morning staunrise over the city

Starting early again today proved to be a blessing. Today is Friday, the Muslim sabbath and
the city, especially the Old City within the walls, is packed péatbple. The bus left at 7:30 and
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The first city wall was constructed around 1800 BC as fortification/protection of the property.
The city was conquered by tli&anaanitesn 120 BC andheld until conquered by King David
in 1000 BC and declared the capital city for the Jewish kingdom.
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with the wall, by the Babylonians in 586 BC and the Jewisplpeawere exiled.

They returned in 516 BC and the second temple was lyilierod the Great.hle wall rebuilt
by Nehemiahn 445 BC.

The wall was expanded in 141 BC, Jesus crucified in 3d€the second temple demolished
in 70 CEHowever, a portion bthe Western Wall survived and to this day is used as the
Wailing Wall.

The walls were dismantled in 1250 by Muslim forces and, as it stands today, was rebuilt in
1536 by a new Muslim leader.

So the City walls have been expanded 3 times as the city gréwew fortifications were
needed. Within the walls, the Old City is divided into 4 quadramts,eachcontrolled by
Muslims, Christians, Jews, and Armenians.

The most contested place in the Middle East isgbetion called th&emple Mount. It has

been venerated as &oly sitein JudaismChristianity andlslamfor thousands of yea. Jewish
tradition maintains this is the site where the Messiah will come and a third temple will be built
on the site- due to extreme sarttty, many Jews will navalk on the mountAs the Noble
Sanctuary, the second oldest mosque in Islam, the Temple Mount is believed to be the site



where Muhammad ascended into heaven, is the first of the directions turned to in the call to
prayer, and is one of the holies of hdief Islam.

Temple Mount has been fought over for generatio®nce 1967t has been occupied by

Israeli forces who provide security, administrativetntrolled by Muslims, butsrael wantst

back. About every 6 months, a radical faction of Jews giterto place a corner stone at the
temple ¢ but they are stopped by military authorities before thegnegnite a war in the

Middle East. Rula asks that we all pray for Jerusalem and a fair resolution of the Temple Mou
issue.
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There are eight gates tanéer the city, 7 of which are open. The 8the gatthes original one,
which was sealed for the final time in 1541. It is believed by Christians and Muslims that the
gate will reopen when th&lessiah returis through the Mt of Olives through this gate to enter
Jerusalem.The cemeteries are running out of room. Only certain Jews are now allowed to be
buried in Jerusalem. Many Jews in the US asked to be cremated and remains bought to
Jerusalem on the belief th@hose closstto the gates will be among the first baf the

ground and to heaven when the Messiah comes!

There are three cemeteries within the wall. Cremation is not allowed in Israel so all are burie
underground, with the head facing the city. TheriStians place flowers on the graves, the



Muslims place palm branches, and the Jews plémaes This comes frorthe historical belief
that a rock would last for all eternigndby leaving the stone to note the person was
remembered by a visit, the meony would also last for eternity.

Our bus ride from the hotel to the entrance to the Old City was fairly quick as we had an early
start. Rula expected the area to become very crowded as the day progressed due to it being

Friday, the Muslim sabbath.
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he was stoned to deathit is also the gate used by Israeli forces used to break into th€i®lId
when they took Jerusalem and the West Bank in 1967.

The first stop was as St. Ae@d O K dzNJ K owerdbk 6ité of &rgtto beleved by the
Crusaders to be the childhood home of tegin Mary It is dedicated tcAnne and Joachim
the parents of Mary, who according to tradition lived here1862the church was given to

f



the French who began restorations and maintain it to this dBye actual site is below ground
in a grotto/cave.

The church has amazing acoustics and tour groups are allowed time to gather gumdfsont
of the altar. W sang Amazing Grace and the Doxolqgye should have been recorded as we
sounded soooo good!!
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our group.
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During the 1862 restoration, the remains of the Bethesda Pool were uncovered next to the
church.Kathie Wilkinson read the story found in John 5 of the paralyzed mandgside the
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events the detractors used against Jesus because he performed the miracle on the Sabbath,
breaking Rabbani law which prohibited work on the day of r&&bst people picture the pool

as a shallow wadintype pool. The actual pool is over 40 feet deep!




[ SI @Ay 3, welbayin walkihgtiedvia Doloragghe pathway through the city which
commemorates Jes@ alk through the City of Jerusalem from the spot of his condemnation

to his burial. There are 14 sites, 9 along the narrow streets. The other 5 are inside the Churc
of the Holy Sepulcher which was built o&ailvary/Golgothatlie site ofthe crucifixior) and

the empty tomb where Jesus was buried and was resurrected.



Station 1  Antonia Fortress where Christ was judged, condemned, and the crown of thorns
placed on his head'he stone flooring we stood on are original stones from the
place Jesus stood.




Station 2 Jesus picks up the cross
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Station 3 Jesus Falls for the first time

Station 5 Simon of Cyrene helpkesus carry the cross




Station 6  Veronica wipes his feghis image was imprinted on the veil when returned to her




Station 8 Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem

Station 9 Jesus falls for ththird time




Station 10 Jesus is stripped of his garments and lots cast for the clothing. This station is
located at the top of the stairs in a chapel just outside the Church offithe
Sepulcher

The remaining stations are inside the church.

Jeruséem was destroyed in AD 70 during theest JewisgRoman War. In AD35, the Roman
emperorHadrianordered that a cave containingrack-cut tombbe filled in for the foundation
for a temple dedicated tdupiter.

In AD312Constantine the Greatent his motherHelena, to Jerusalem to look f@hrist's

tomb. She, Eusels and Bishop Macaniscated three crosses near a tomb; one which
allegedlycured peoplevas presumed to be th&rue Crossesus wasrucifiedon, leading

them to believe they had found Calgary. Constantine ordered the temple to Jupiter be
destroyed the soil was removed from the cave, revealing a foaktomb that Helena and
Macarius identified as the burial sité desus. A shrine was built, enclosing the rock tomb walls
within its own This shrine became the Church of the Hidypulcher.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jupiter_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helena,_mother_of_Constantine_I#True_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/True_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus

Station 11 Jesus is nailed to the cross. An incredible mosaic made with mother of pearl so it
shimmers marks the spethere the nails were driven into his hands and feet




Station 12 Crucifixion and death there is an altar over the spot where the cross was
erected. Under the altar is a silver disk with an indentation you can reach into
and feel the spot where the cross stood. On either side are black marble plates

markingthelocak 2y 2F GKS NROOSNERQ ONRaasSao

S 7




Station 13 Jesus is taken down from the cross. Stmne of anointment commemorates
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Station 14 Jesus laid in the tomlielenahad trenches dug around the tomb @rovered the
site, including placing a marble slab on top of bhugial chamber. You can enter
the tomb, 4 at a time, and see the slab which is lit by 43 lamps day and night.
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None of thechurchescontrol the main entrance. In 1198por-keeping responsibilitiesere
assignedo a Muslimfamily who has passed down the keys for generations.\ildoden
doors that compose the main entrance are the original, highly carved doarsire opened
and closed daily by this family.

After leaving theChurch of the Holy Sepulcher, we walked through narrow streets to a local
restaurant for lunchseated at an outdoor patio. Rula is a Palestinian Christian who belongs tc
the Greek Orthodox church next to the Holy Sepulcher. After Sunday morning mass, she goe
to this same restaurant to have her morning coffee on the patio and watch the world!go by






After an interesting walk through the marketplace, we exited the Old Town at the Jaffa Gate
and boarded our bus. A very short ride later, we arrived at the Mount of Olives. Rula had a
professional photographer on site to take the below groupyret What an incredible venue.







We walked dowrg about a 45 minute all dowhill jaunt! ¢

to arrive at the Gardenf Gethsemane also called the Agony of Jesus Christ. On the site are
many olive trees. Onef themis over 3,000 years olglwas there when King David ruled

and is still producing olives. There are 7 other olive trees which were there at the time of
Jess. ¢ KS@ | NB NBFSNNBR G2 Fa (KS ThegardeSwelsaws A |
Is a small fraction of the original during the time of Jesus. It has slowly been replaced by
buildings and roads.

SANCTUARY
OF THE AGONY OF JESUS CHRIST

BASILICA OF GETHSEMANE

FREE ENTRANCE

VISITING HOURS

SUMMER (APRIL-SEPTEMBER)  8.00 AM. / 6.00 PM.
WINTER (OCTOBER-MARCH) 8.00 AM. / 5.00 PM.

ENTER IS NOT ALLOWED 10 MINUTES
BEFORE CLOSING TIME







The Church of Nations, built Byanciscans in 1924, sits next to the garden.



